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Abstract

Nature is often regarded as a boon and likened to a mother, emphasizing its
crucial role in our existence. It is essential to prioritize its preservation and
protection for the sake of coexistence and sustainable development. Nature plays
a fundamental role in our lives, a concept that is deeply explored in India's
ancient knowledge systems, such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Aranyakas, and
Sanskrit classical literature. Ancient educational centers were often located in
forests, where teachers imparted knowledge about nature's role in the universe.
These centers not only focused on theoretical aspects but also provided
experiential learning opportunities, allowing students to engage directly with
nature. The renowned Sanskrit poet Kalidasa highlighted the importance and
sustainability of nature in his works. This paper aims to examine the
environmental ethics and sustainability themes present in Kalidasa's poems,
Raghuvamsha Kumarasambhava, Meghasandesa and Ritusamhara

Definition of Key Words

e Aesthetic :- a particular concept of beauty.

e Analysis:- detailed examination of the elements.

e Environmental Ethics :- study of ethical basis of environment
e Sustainability :- ability to maintain overtime.

o Kalidasa :-The great Sanskrit Poet

Aims and objectives

To promote environmental sustainability by raising awareness of ancient Indian
concepts related to environmental ethics. To recognize nature as a vital resource
and understand the interconnection between humans and nature. To foster
moral and ethical reflection towards the environment.

Introduction

The environment plays a crucial role in our daily lives, yet we often harm it
without realizing the importance of preserving our natural resources. In ancient
India, there was a strong awareness of the environment's role in sustainable
development. Ancient education systems emphasized environmental ethics and
morality. People worshiped nature as a goddess, and both theoretical and
practical aspects of education were closely tied to the natural world. The works of
Kalidasa, a revered Indian poet, reflect deep environmental ethics and
appreciation of natural beauty. In his epic poems such as Raghuvamsa,
Kumarasambhava, Meghasandesa, and Ritusamhara, Kalidasa beautifully
integrates themes of nature and the environment, showcasing a profound respect
for the natural world.
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Scope of the Study

e Techniques employed to communicate environment ethics.

o Ethical perspectives on the environment in ancient India.

o Understanding different environment ethics and moral themes.

e The moral and environment relationship between human and nature
Review of Related Literature

e Kalidasa on Relation and Conduct to Nature as Depicted in the Similes of
Raghuvamsa.

e Eco criticism in the poems of Kalidasa.

An Aesthetic Analysis of Environmental Ethics and Sustainability in the
works of Kalidasa.

sakicakaihmarutaptrnnarandhraih
kujadbhirapaditavamsakrtyam
Susravakuijesuyasahsvamuccaih
udgiyamanamvanadevatabhihll

In this poem, the poet imagines the forest goddesses singing in the "vallikudil"
and the bamboos swaying in the wind. This vivid imagery underscores the
significance of sacred groves in promoting environmental ethics, sustainability,
and biodiversity. The verse highlights the necessity of traditional conservation
practices, particularly in protecting forests.

amumpurahpasyasidevadarum
putrikrto$sovrsabhadhvajena
yohemakumbhastananihsrtanam
skandhasyamatuhpayasamrasajnahll

Kalidasa describes the devadaru tree as the son of Lord Shiva and Parvati.
According to his portrayal, Parvati cared for the devadaru tree as if it were her
own child, offering it her milk instead of water. Through this depiction, the poet
illustrates the deep connection between human life and nature. He emphasizes
the significance of preserving and protecting forests to maintain the natural
balance.

kandiyamanenakatamkadacid
vanyadvipenonamathitatvagasya
adhainamadrestanayasusoca
senanyamalidhamivasurastraihll

The poem reflects the love and care of a mother through a vivid image. It
describes how a wild elephant scratched a Devadaru tree, which was cherished
and protected by Goddess Parvati as her own son.
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Upon seeing the bark stripped from the tree, she felt sorrow, as if Lord
Subramanyam had been defeated by demons. This verse underscores the bond
between humans and nature, emphasizing the significance of preserving it.

The poet notes that Parvati appointed "Kumbhodara" as a guardian to protect her
beloved Devadaru, symbolizing the crucial message of safeguarding trees and
preserving the environment.

anantaratnaprabhavasyayasya
himamnasaubhagyavilopijatam
ekohidosogunasamnipate

nimajjatindohkiranesvivangahll

Kalidasa describes the fertile soil of the Himalayas, abundant with medicinal
plants, showcasing his aesthetic skill as a poet. His depiction also conveys an
important message about the need to uphold environmental ethics to protect
such valuable flora.

yahpurayankicakarandhrabhagan
darimukhotthenasamiranena
udgasyatamicchatikinnaranam
tanapradayitvamivopagantumil

Kalidasa describes the Himalayas as spreading a gentle breeze, serving as the
backdrop for Kinnara singers. Through this imagery, the poet highlights the
pleasant environment, healthy habitat, and thriving ecosystem of the Himalayan
region. This depiction reflects his vision of environmental sustainability and the
harmonious coexistence of nature and life in this majestic mountain range.

yajhamgayonitvamaveksyayasya
saramdharitribharanakramam ca
prajapatihkalpitayajfiabhagan
prajapatitvamsvayamanvatisttall

Kalidasa describes the Himalayas as a source of various resources and
equipment necessary for "yajna" (sacrificial rites), symbolizing their immense
wealth. He also depicts the Himalayas as having the strength to support the
Earth on their shoulders, emphasizing their grandeur. By highlighting these
attributes, Kalidasa underscores the Himalayas' status as the king of all
mountains. This portrayal not only reflects the rich natural resources found in
the Himalayas but also conveys a message about the importance of preserving
and protecting these vital resources.

tvamasaraprasamitavano$paplavam
sadhumtrdhnavaksyatvadhvasramaparigatam
sanumanamrakutam (meghadttam )

Kalidasa advises the cloud that as it travels through forests, bringing up rain to
drought-stricken areas, it will grow weary.
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He suggests that the cloud take rest at "Mount Amra," a place with an eco-
friendly atmosphere and a welcoming hospitality. Through this, Kalidasa subtly
emphasizes the importance of sustainability and biodiversity, conveying the need
to protect and preserve such natural sanctuaries.

Conclusion

Kalidasa's literary works vividly depict the beauty of nature and weave in
environmental ethics through various symbols and narratives. In "Raghuvamsa,"
"Kumarasambhava,”" and "Meghasandesa," Kalidasa explores values that foster
environmental consciousness. "Ritusamhara" celebrates the beauty of nature
while also addressing natural and ecological issues. Through these works, it is
clear that ancient Indian poetry, particularly Kalidasa's, emphasizes the
importance of preserving and protecting nature.
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